
 

 

Greetings, 
It’s hard to believe that Christmas is 
right around the corner.  As the 
Church year begins, I wanted to bring 
your attention to the new newsletter 
name, St Joseph’s Messenger.  The 
Messenger got the most amount of 
votes.  Thanks to all who participated.  
Highlights in this issue include: The 
Annual Cookie Walk, auction results, 
and many ways to deepen your 
advent journey both within the St. 
Joseph community and throughout the 
diocese.  I pray that each of you will 
open your hearts to the awaiting and 
the coming of Jesus during the Advent 
and Christmas seasons.  May the 
New Year bring you peace and joy!! 

Peace,  
Mandy Couture 
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Church Office - Theresa Navin 462-1083 

Helping Hands - Peggy Casper 462-2419 

Bookkeeper - Vickie Williams 462-1083 

Youth Ministry - Gerene Farrell 979-5156 

Altar & Rosary - Margaret Schleuter 462-1404 

Knights of Columbus - Rich Corkrean 462-2597 

Parish Hall Reservations - Church Office 462-1083 

Director of Religious Ed. - Teresa Hoffelmeyer 462-1083 

Office & Bulletin Information - Office@saintjosephchurch.net 

Music Ministry - Teresa Kordick terkord@msn.com 321-0825 

Prayer Line - Rosemary Stuchel 462-4152; Patricia Corkrean 462-4251 

Newsletter Information - Mandy Couture sgrblosm31@yahoo.com 462-4335 

P a r i s h  C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  

Rev. Christopher Hartshorn  

1026 N. 8th Avenue 

Winterset, IA 50273 

Rectory: 515-462-4030 

Parish Hall: 515-462-2668 

Rev. Christopher Hartshorn 

chartshorn@SaintJosephChurch.net 

Deacon Sam Sullivan– stmsully@L2Speed.net  

515-468-1389 

Merry Christmas  

Mass Times  

Saturday  

5:00 pm  

Sunday  

9:00 am  

Reconciliation  

4:00 -4:30 Saturdays or by 

appointment  

Holiday Mass Times  

Christmas Eve 5:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day 9:00 a.m. 

New Years Day  

(Holy Day of Obligation) 

9:00 a.m. 
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2 Trevor Bond, Brent Corkrean, Aspen Parkhurst 

3 Christy Brittain, Peggy Casper, Julie Nelson 

4 Christopher Thompson, Jean Pletchette 

5 Angela Mortoza, Jo Sitkiewicz 

7 Jenny Kordick, Kay Murphy, Brenda Ochiltree 

8 Sarah Kirkland, David Smith 

9 Carlos Antonio Moreno, Megan Townsend 

10 Patrick Corkrean, Trevor Davenport, Ashley John-

son, Benedict Roth, Nicole Williams 

11 Daniel Lawson, Roy Smith 

12 Melissa Foley, Morgan Wickman 

14  Allyson Dombrowski, 

15 Darrin Cox, Nathan Darling 

16 Kim Algreen, Morgan Wagner 

17 Kaeler Beebe, Jeff Dolton, Madison Honkomp, 

Blake Thompson, John Watts 

18 Clara Snyder 

20 Shannon Corkrean, Jamie Kruckenburg 

22 Evan Schafroth 

23 Lindsey Moss, Kenneth See 

24 Taylor Schlatter 

25 Kacie Feldmann, Bobbie Thompson 

26 Austin Lang, Caleb Moetsch 

27 Mary Linde, Jenna Wagner, Dylan Wagner 

29 Madilyn McNamara, Steve Palmer 

30 Paul Klimesh, Rochelle Lopez, Grant Williams 

31 Bryce Buckalew, Susan Doran, Carol Peterson 

10 Mike & Rita Drysdale 

11 Marvin & Mira Imes 

13 Jimi & Angela Davis 

20 Greg & Deana Armstrong 

21 Dan & Christine Faccin 

29 Larry Lantz & Maureen Roach 

30 Bob & Peggy Casper 

12 Morgan Wickman  

19 Nicholas Mortoza, Victoria Mortoza  

21 Blake Thompson  

23 Jaimi Nelson  

 

Forgotten in November Newsletter  

Kade White --November 9th.  

2 

December Milestones  

Through the waters of baptism, 

our parish community welcomes 

Ethan Emmanuel Cowman, son 

of Terry and Sarah Cowman. 

Welcome to St. Joseph’s  

John, Annie, and Sloan Brees  

Mary, Carissa, and Michael Maben  
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Dear St. Joseph Parishioners: 

 
The Church has its own special calendar, the Liturgi-

cal Year which presents the history of the unchanging mys-
teries of our salvation, from the beauty of creation to the an-
ticipated second coming of Christ. The great mysteries do not 
change, but we do. We get a little older and hopefully a little 
wiser so we have the opportunity to relive and renew these 
mysteries within our own lives. When the familiar feasts come 
around we have the opportunity to grasp something more 
about them because we have lived another year and can 
hopefully apply them more deeply to our lives. This is a 
yearly cycle in which we are invited to grow in faith, hope, 
and love. We are to discern God's will in our lives and then 
strive to do God's will. Each Sunday and feast day of the 
church’s liturgical year present a special lesson to us for our 
daily living. 

 
We can make great use of the beautiful season of 

Advent. With the beginning of the season of Advent, we be-
gin a new liturgical year. Advent comes from the Latin word 
"arrival" or "coming". Advent means the Lord is coming. Je-
sus Christ, our brother in our humanity and our God in His 
divinity, is about to arrive. He comes to us in different ways. 
First, Jesus came to us at a specific point in history in Bethle-
hem about 2000 years ago. But in the Church's great feast of 
Christmas He mystically comes again. Second, the Lord, Al-
pha and Omega, will come to judge the living and the dead in 
the second coming. Third, the Redeemer comes to us in 
grace. He speaks to us in our conscience and in our heart. 
He comes to us in the Eucharist and in the Word of God pro-

December 6, 2009   
Second Sunday of 

Advent   
(Baruch 5:1-9, Philippi-
ans 1:4-6, 8-11, Luke 

3:1-6)  
Have you ever cleared 
a path with a shovel or 
even your bare hands 
perhaps through snow, 

or through a dense 
undergrowth of vines 
or weeds? It's hard 
work! This is what 

John is asking us to do 
to clear a path in our 

lives to welcome 
Christ. Is there a path 
in your life that might 

take some heavy lifting 
or some cutting back 
of things that "catch 

you up"? How will you 
clear your path to 

Christ?  3 

December 13, 2009   

Third Sunday of Ad-
vent   

(Zephaniah 3:14-18a, 
Philippians 4:4-7, 

Luke 3:10-18)  

Joy is a gift of God. 
Sometimes we have 

to ask for 
it. Sometimes we 

need to stop and no-
tice the peace and joy 
already in our lives. 
What can you notice 
today? The smile of a 

friend? A favorite 
verse from Scripture?  

December 20, 2009  
Fourth Sunday of 

Advent   

(Micah 5:1-4a, He-
brews 10:5-10, Luke 

1:39-45)  

When have you ex-
perienced the peace 
of Jesus? How can 

you bring that peace 
to others? During 
these final days of 

Advent, how will you 
show that you are a 

follower of the Prince 
of Peace? 

December 25, 2009   

The Nativity of the 
Lord   

(Isaiah 52:7-10, He-
brews 1:1-6, John 1:1-

5, 9-14)  

How can we be mes-
sengers of peace in our 

families, among our 
friends, in our 

neighborhood? Recall 
ways in which you have 

felt the comfort and 
peace of Jesus' pres-
ence and during the 
Christmas season 

thank him in prayer and 
action. 

claimed. He arrives in the person who is poor and needy, 
the suffering, and the oppressed. We are invited again and 
again to be ready to receive and welcome Him when He 
comes; however He comes. 

 
Advent is a time of joy tinged with penance. Joy, 

because we know and imagine nothing sweeter than the 
Christ Child and his mother Mary's happiness as he 
comes to be the light of the world. Penance, because we 
must strive to be prepared to receive the great gift of his 
presence and light in our hearts. In the tradition of the 
Church, the faithful participate in penance before great 
feasts. Christmas and Easter each have their penitential 
seasons of anticipation which are Advent and Lent. The 
liturgical color used in the Church for the liturgy during 
both Advent and Lent is purple, a sign of penance. The 
Church also emphasizes the penitential dimension of the 
season by encouraging the use of sparse decorations 
within the church and simplifying the music during the Ad-
vent season. This is a kind of liturgical fast, which makes 
the joy and celebration of Christmas all that much more 
powerful by the contrast of the lean and muted season of 
Advent. Advent is a time of great joy, because we look 
forward to the beautiful feast of the Nativity, but it is a joy 
that also has a focused and penitential spiritual prepara-
tion. I pray that each of us can joyfully prepare our hearts 
once again for the coming of Emmanuel, God With Us!   

 
Blessed and Holy Advent Season,  

Fr. Chris  

December 27, 2009  
The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, and 

Joseph   

(Sirach 3:2-7, 12-14, 
Colossians 3:12-21, 

Luke 2:41-52)  

In what ways do we 
need to "put on love"? 

How will you "be 
thankful"? How might 

your actions affect 
others around you? 
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St. Joseph Pastoral Council – Discernment Night – Nov. 5, 2009 

The discernment meeting met at 7:00 P.M. in the parish hall with the nominated candidates for the 
Pastoral Council. Refreshments were served and all enjoyed some socializing before the meeting 
began. Members of the Pastoral Council present were: Fr. Chris, Deacon Sam Sullivan, Kris 
Jacobsen, Julie Wheeler, and Kathleen Kordick. Terry McNamara joined us before the meeting and 
at the close. Those Pastoral Council members not in attendance were: Jeff Honkomp and Mike 
Corkrean. Pastoral candidates in attendance included: Teresa Perez, Dana Beebe, Jill Buckalew, 
Jim Heithoff, Jim Murphy, and Larry Corkrean. 

Kris commenced the meeting with a welcome and explanation of the goals and mission of the Pas-
toral Council. Fr. Chris began the meeting with prayer, readings, and reflection about the upcoming 
Sunday’s readings. Introductions of all present followed. Deacon Sam gave an overview of the Pas-
toral Council – how it progressed from a Parish Council to a Pastoral Council. Julie Wheeler talked 
about her personal experiences of being a Pastoral Council member. Kathleen Kordick described 
the discernment process, its goals, and meaning. 

Time was spent in quiet reflection where all were free to find their own quiet space to pray. After-
wards, the group spent time sharing and reflecting and the opportunity was given for the candidates 
to ask any questions they might have. They were given evaluation forms to take home and fill out to 
be returned to Fr. 

The meeting concluded with prayer and the date for the next council meeting will be Thursday, De-
cember 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. It will again involve a social time where the departing members will be 
thanked for their gifts of time and talent over the last four years. New members will be welcomed as 
they begin their new duties of service to the parish. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Kathleen Kordick Sec.  

St .  Joseph  News  

December Calendar  
 

No Catechesis Dec. 20, 21, 23, 
27, 28, 30 and Jan. 3, 4, and 6. 

 
Confirmation Retreat Dec. 5 & 6 

 
St. Nicholas Brunch Dec. 6 after 

Mass 
 

Jr./Sr. High Caroling Dec. 16th  
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How’s your prayer life? Need something 
different to spice it up? St. Paul reminds us 
to “pray without ceasing” 1 Thessolonians 
1:17. As you prepare your hearts for Christ 
this Christmas, I hope you make a con-
science effort to pray. Please join us at 
6:00 pm Sunday evenings during Advent 
at the church for Evening Prayer II of Lit-
urgy of the Hours. Consider taking 15-20 
minutes out of your Sunday evening to 
spend in prayer with others from the St. 
Joseph Community. May God bless you 
and your families this Advent season. May 
the true peace of Christ be in our hearts, 
minds, and our shared words. 

Deacon Sam 

Altar & Rosary  will have their 

December meeting on Tuesday, 

12/15. We will begin the meeting 

at 12:30 with a Holiday Pot Luck 

Lunch. Everyone is welcome 

whether you bring a dish or not. 

Just come and enjoy! 

CRAFT FAIR A very big thank 

you to all the people who 

helped out on Friday setting up 

for the craft fair and on Satur-

day working during the craft 

fair. We had another successful 

year with a total income, so far, 

of $2,167.83. This success 

would not have happened with-

out the very talented people 

who contributed their items, 

Saturday workers, and, of 

course, those who made pur-

chases. We had a lot of fun. 

Music Ministry  

Youth Choir practices for Christmas Eve 5 pm Mass: 

Saturday, Dec, 5, 3-4 p.m. (School Age) 

Saturday, Dec. 12, 3-4 p.m. (School Age) 

Saturday, Dec. 19, 3-4 p.m. (Preschool through School Age) 

Please: Parents are needed to help with supervision at rehearsals 

Adult choir practices  for Christmas Eve 5 p.m. and Christmas Day 9 a.m. 

Masses: 

Wednesday, December 2, 9, 16 at  6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Cookbooks  

During this holiday season, consider 

buying one of the new cookbooks. 

There are new stories, recipes, and 

chapters such as slow cookers, Latino 

Cuisine, and grilling marinades. There 

are also recipes from all of the new 

families in our parish. This popular 

cookbook contains famous brunch reci-

pes such as Marilyn Klein’s mulberry 

cake, Berta Kordick’s grape salad, 

Sharon Johnson’s baked fruit, and 

Sharon Lawson’s jalapeno poppers. 

With a price of only $19.95, we know the 

cookbook will be a popular gift!  

Los Posadas  
Mark your calendar for Dec. 
12th to join the festivities of 
Los Posadas.  More informa-

tion will be coming your 
way!!  
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Holy Crop!  
It’s time for another crop! Start the new year off with a cozy, relaxing crop, January 9, 2010, 
from 9 a.m. to midnight. We will have give - a-ways all day, raffles, great food, and vendors.  

Fees: $25, $20 each in groups of 3 or more, and $40 for mother/child combo.  
For more info email Nancy Ivers at nancers@wildblue.net or Mary Kordick at brayt-

bunch@aol.com  

Special Investment Opportunity  

St. Joseph’s is offering promissory notes. This 

is an excellent way for the Church to refinance 

the current mortgage and lower the amount of 

interest owed. The minimum investment is 

$5,000 with no maximum. Interest will be paid 

annually.  

Proposed terms/rates:  

1 year notes 2.00%: 

2 year notes 2.25% 

3 year notes 2.50% 

Please prayerfully consider this investment      

opportunity 

St. Joseph’s Annual Cookie Walk 2009  
Attention Parish Bakers:  

It’s time to start preparing for St. Joseph Catholic 
Church’s Annual Christmas Cookie Walk.  Held the sec-

ond Saturday in December, the Christmas Cookie Walk is 
a traditional fundraiser for our church, with homemade cookies sold by the pound to the 
public. This event is eagerly awaited by our community, as our parishioners have always  

supplied SUPERIOR cookies. 
The Christmas Cookie Walk will be held this year on Saturday, December 12th, from 9:00 

a.m. to 12:00 noon. Cookies may be dropped off at the parish hall the day before the sale, or 
by 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 12th.  

If you could please help by bringing in your favorite holiday cookies or candies to sell, assist-
ing with hall set -up or during the sale, it would be greatly appreciated. Our fundraising in 

years past has only been limited by the number  of cookies we had to offer. 
Please let all your friends and relatives know about our 
Christmas Cookie Walk to make this year’s event a great 

success. 
If you have any questions, please contact                       

Sarah Nigg 778-5360. 

A Holiday Honor  

Bishop Pates has selected The 

Annunciation window at St. 

Joseph Church to use for his 

2009 Christmas card. Since he 

has come to the diocese, he has 

made it a practice to use a 

photo of a stained glass win-

dow from one of the local 

churches in central and SW 

Iowa on his annual Christmas 

card. He discovered the win-

dow while he was here for the 

dedication of the new church.  

Sharon Johnson took the photo 

at the request of the Bishop’s 

office. 
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Auction Results  

The auction committee estimates that St. Joseph’s made approximately $16,000 from auction.  

The total includes sales from the meal and the silent auction. It was a grand turnout given the 

state of the economy. Thanks to all who donated auction items, prepared the meal, worked be-

hind the scenes, and those who bid on the auction items.   

On a Journey Together Finale 

The faith sharing program, On a Journey Together, finished session 7 with a potluck dinner on Sunday, November 

15th. The session was conducted as a large group session where facilitators and participants were asked to re-

flect on the session and overall process.  Overall, the comments were positive.  We look forward to the next ses-

sion that will begin during Lent. 
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Around the Diocese 

Bishop’s Retreat for Men Interested in 
the Priesthood  

Bishop Richard Pates invites young men, 
age 18-40, who are interested in the priest-
hood, to a retreat weekend beginning Friday 
evening, December 18th--noon Sunday, De-
cember 20th, at the Creighton University 
Retreat Center, 16493 Contrail Ave. Gris-
wold. The weekend will consist of communal 
and private prayer, Eucharistic Adoration, 
Mass, and presentations by Bishop Pates to 
help participants discern their vocation. Con-
tact the Office of Vocations at (515) 237-
5050 or dmuenchrath@dmdiocese.org.  No Room at the Inn  

When crisis strikes, St. Joseph Emergency Family Shel-
ter is the only emergency family shelter in Polk county 
that keeps the entire family unit together. Please sup-
port No Room at the Inn, Catholic Charities annual 
awareness and fundraiser events for St. Joseph Shelter 
the weekend of Dec. 4 -6 at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
at 601 Grand Ave. in downtown Des Moines. This years 
events include:  
Fundraising Reception : for St. Joseph Emergency 
Family Shelter. Friday, Dec. 4, 5 -8 p.m. Minimum do-
nation $38 per person (cost of one night’s stay at St. 
Joseph Shelter). Preview exhibition of 300 nativities, 
hors d’oeuvres and cocktails, and words from Bishop 
Pates. Contact 515 -237 -5087 for a formal invitation.  
Poverty Simulation : Sat., Dec. 5, 1 -4 p.m. Hands on 
simulation designed to help participants begin to under-
stand the reality of a low - income family trying to sur-
vive month to month. Go to 
www.CatholicCharitiesDM.org for more details.  
Holiday Open House : Sun., Dec. 6, 1 -5 p.m. Bishop 
Charron will read the Christmas Story at 2 p.m. and 
3:30. Admission is a gift of a personal care item or 
monetary donation.  
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Action on Health Care Reform  
Call Congress now at 202-224-3121 and tell them health care reform 
should respect the life and dignity of all people.  Find your Representa-
tive and Senators at house.gov and senate.gov.  

Bishop’s Marriage Letter  
The Bishop’s Pastoral Letter on Marriage titled, 
“Love and Life in the Divine Life”, was approved 
Tuesday, November 17th.  It can be found at 
http://www.usccb.org/laity/LoveandLife/
MarriageFINAL.pdf. 

Listen to “In the Heartland with Bishop Pates” 
on the radio at 10 a.m. Friday mornings.  The 
show is carried live on KWKY 1150 AM. Can’t 
pull in the AM channel?  Listen live at 
www.kvss.com.  The Bishop encourages peo-
ple to call his show with questions. The number 
is 515-223-1150. 

Perry’s St. Patricks School receives Gift  
A total gift in the amount of $4.5 million will be 
given to St. Patrick’s school in Perry.  The first of 
15 annual payments of $300,000 will be made in 
December.  The gift is made possible through a 
trust from the late Charles O’Malley. 

Beginning Experience  

Team members welcome you to the Beginning 
Experience informational Open House on Fri-
day Dec. 11th at 7:00 p.m. The program offers 
healing and a new beginning after a death, di-
vorce, or separation. It will be held at Sacred 
Heart Church, 1627 Grand Ave., West Des 
Moines. Park on the far west side of the 
church. The weekends are Jan. 15-17th and 
April 16-18th. For more info call Fr. Bob 
Schoemann at 515-418-1938. 

Quo Vadis-- ”Where are You Going?”  

“Quo Vadis” is a Latin phrase for “Where are 

You Going?” Quo Vadis is for young Catholic 

men in high school who want to learn more 

about the priesthood, to deepen their faith, 

and to better discern God’s call in their lives. 

Join us for a night of discernment, prayer, 

pizza and fellowship as we seek to discover 

God’s will on Dec. 13 at 5:30 at the Dowling 

Priest’s residence. Contact Fr. David 

Muenchrath at dmuenchrath@dmdiocese.org.  

Dedication of New Addition in Creston  

Bishop Pates dedicated the new addition of St. Malachy 

school in Creston on November 11, 2009. The new addi-

tion, which offers a new science lab, media center/ com-

puter lab, and chapel will be used by the 6th, 7th, and 8th 

graders.  The school currently educates 185 preschool 

through 8th grade students.  
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St .  J oseph Cathol i c  Church  

1026 N. 8th Avenue 

Winterset, IA 50273 

www.saintjosephchurch.net 

Return Service Requested  
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The community of St. Joseph Catholic 

Church is a welcoming family of faith, 

supporting every member in their 

spiritual journey to worship God 

through participation in the Eucharist, 

fellowship, faith formation, and service 

to others. 

Picture taken from http://saints.sqpn.com/christmas/ 
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