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With moving day fast approaching, there In this issue:
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increases, it is a good time to evaluate Birthdays

ways in which our faith and volunteer time
can also increase. Do you feel like you
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you have felt like God is calling you to
give your time and talent in a new way. As
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Mass Times
The community of St. Joseph Catholic Saturday
Church is a welcoming family of faith,
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.| supporting every member in their spiritual
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“Keep the joy of loving God in your
heart and share this joy with all you
meet especially your family...”
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ponderings by Fr. Cpyy,

Dear St. Joseph Parishioners:

# Yome to him, a living stone, rejected by hu-
man beings but chosen and precious in the
sight of God, and, like living stones, let your-
selves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:4-5)

These words from the First Letter of Saint Peter
ring true for us always, but | think they have a special
significance for us as we prepare {0 move into our new
parish home. Over the past months we have been pray-
ing A Prayer on the Journey during Sunday Mass, which
also echoes these words and this understanding that we
are in Christ Jesus the living stones of the Church. We
have prayed, “As living sfones of the Church bestow
upon those gathered for the journey, Faith - as we are
asked to follow your call, Hope — through You ali is possi-
ble, Charity — sharing with ali the gentieness and com-
passion of your love.”

As part of this transition and move there are
many plans and details coming together that are all part
of such an exciting change for us as a parish community.
Among those many plans and details is the move from
the old to the new and the ceremonies surrounding that
move. We will have our final Mass in the old church on
Tuesday Auqust 18 at 7:00 PM and as part of that cele-
bration we will be having a ritual of closing of the old
church and a procession to our new church home that
evening. On Sunday August 23 at 9:00 AM we will be
celebrating the rite of dedication of our new church home.
We will be honored to have Bishop Richard Pates lead us
in prayer on that special occasion. On the weekend of
our dedication ceremony we will have only the one Mass
celebrated at 9:00 AM. There will be no other masses the
weekend of August 22/23. Mark your calendars now and
please plan to join us for these great events!

We have said throughout this building process
that there is a twofold reason for building a new facility
for our church family. First, is the growth of our parish
now and in the future. Second, is how the church will be
served by a priest in the future. Because of our ex-
panded space and the need to pian for the priest to
serve elsewhere we will, after the dedication of our new
church, have a change in mass times. We will go from
three masses each weekend to two. (This could be sub-
ject to further change if and when the priest here at St.
Joseph's is asked to serve another parish). Saturday
Mass will move from 5:30 PM to 5:00 PM and the Sun-
day Mass will be at 9:00 AM. The Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation will be offered from 4:00 to 4:30 PM (or at other
times by appointment). if you have thoughts or reactions
to the changes in Mass times please talk to me because
{ would like to hear your reactions, thoughts and con-
cems.

Many details are coming together for our move
and celebrations around the move. One of those details
is the music for the dedication celebration. As we proc-
ess into the church we will sing a song entitled, All Are
Weicome. It begins with the line, “Lef us build a house
where fove can dwell...” and concludes with the verse,
*| ef us build a house where love is found in water, wine
and wheat: A banquet hall on holy ground, where peace
and justice meet. Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space; As we share in Christ the
feast that frees us: All are welcome, all are welcome, all
are welcome in this place. | hope and pray that all that
join us during these special days in the life of our parish
and in the months and years that lie ahead will come to
know and experience the love of Jesus and know with-
out a doubt that they are welcome in this place.

Blessings,
Fr. Chyis Hartshorn
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