
 

 

Greetings, 
It is fitting that the Easter season 
takes place during the Spring. As the 
melting snow begins to reveal signs of 
new life hidden just beneath the 
surface of the earth, we also feel the 
newness of life that comes with the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. As we 
travel through the Easter season, let’s 
embrace the new life that lives within 
us.  
If you haven’t participated in the 
Easter Triduum in the past or if it has 
been awhile, I encourage you to join 
us Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy 
Saturday, and Easter Sunday. The 
times for the Masses and services are 
here on the front of the newsletter.  
I pray that this Easter will bring you 
the peace of Jesus and the renewal of 
faith. 

Peace,  
Mandy Couture 
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Happy Easter  

Mass Times  

Saturday  

5:00 pm  

Sunday  

9:00 am  

Reconciliation  

4:00 -4:30 Saturdays or by 

appointment  

Holy Week/ Easter 

Times  

Holy Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday 7:00 p.m. 

Easter Vigil 7:30 p.m.  

Easter Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
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1 Keylie Gibson, Shaun Navin 

2 Michael Corkrean 

3 Jill Buckalew, William Heithoff, Mariah White 

4 Allie Lang, Noah Larson 

5 Michael Farrell, Macy Larson, Lizabeth Price 

6 Berta Kordick 

7 Blake McCauley 

8 Sophie Adams, Kyle Durnan, Jill Hathaway, Patty 

Pauly, Jean Schlatter, William Weltha 

9 Clarence Bittinger, Joseph Ivers, 

Lynnette Snyder 

10 Harvey Eivins 

11 Dave LaGrange, Logan Nolan 

12 Andrea Davies 

13 Delma Palladino, Tami Schafroth, Elma Tracy 

14 Marlin Eivins, Zachary Moss, Delores Nicholson 

15 Cory Benes, Helen Sawyer 

16 Courtnie Clouse, Sharon Johnson, Malori Swenson 

17 Caitlyn Cox, Brian Gibson 

18 Jason Beebe, Mark Brittain 

19 Tim Doran, Dylan Harker, Sheri McNamara 

20 Tony Conoan, Ryan Jacobsen 

21 Rita Drysdale, Margaret Roach, Bobby Vawter 

22 Micheal Leners, Laura Leners, Nicholas Nelson 

24 Carrie Larson, Samantha Perez 

25 Richard Barker, Amy White 

27 Aidan Heckmann 

28 Brad LaGrange 

29 Jacob Honkomp, Jennifer McErlean, Cole Mundus, 

Amy Nolan, Sue Stuchel 

30 Denise Cox, Melvin Dunbar, Sam Sullivan 

2 Matt & Sarah Kirkland 5 Years 

5 Jim & Kris Jacobsen 13 Years 

16 Brian & Annette Gibson 20 Years 

30 Paul & Connie Klimesh 22 Years 

1 Madelyn Feldmann  

3 Trevor Davenport, Michelle Davenport  

7 Austin Lang, Shaun Navin  

12 Macy Musich  

13 Samantha Moss, Zachary Moss  

15 Sheri McNamara  

18 Olivia Adams  

25 Damien Clouse, Brittnie Clouse, Courtnie 

Clouse, Christopher Harker, Dylan Harker, 

Adam Harker  

27 Kyle Thompson, Jordan Thompson  

28 Blake McCauley  

29 Jenna Wagner, Morgan Wagner, Dylan Wagner, 

Cassandra Wagner  
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Apri l Milestones  

Palm Branches  

It was Palm Sunday and, because of a sore throat, five-year-old Johnny stayed 
home from church with a sitter. When the family returned home they were carrying 
several palm branches. The boy asked what they were for. 

“People held them over Jesus' head as he walked by,” his older brother explained. 
 “Wouldn't you know it,” the boy fumed. “The one Sunday I don't go, He showed up!”    
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Dear St. Joseph Parishioners:  

On March 28, 2010 we began our celebration of 
Holy Week on Passion (Palm) Sunday. This year we pro-
claim on Palm Sunday the Passion according to the gospel 
of Luke and enter into a week of prayer and reflection on the 
Paschal Mystery of Christ. This prayerful reflection invites us 
to prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the Paschal 
Triduum . The days of the Triduum, Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday, culminate with the celebrations of 
the Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday morning. These days 
are the most important time of the Church year.  

Holy Thursday : we celebrate the Mass of the Lord's Supper 
and we remember that at the Last Supper Jesus gave him-
self to us in the Eucharist. We also recall that Jesus was a 
servant chosen to wash the feet of his disciples and called 
them to be servants to one another. This call to be a servant 
in the community of faith is given to us as and renewed for 
us in the washing of the feet and the Eucharist that we cele-
brate on this holy night. 

Good Friday : we remember the death of Jesus. The cele-
bration Good Friday focuses on the Lord's passion and 
death. There are three parts to the liturgy of the day: the Lit-
urgy of the Word, the Veneration of the Cross, and Holy 
Communion with Hosts consecrated on Holy Thursday. We 
are called to fast on this day and to reflect and pray upon 
the passion of Christ and upon how the cross and its saving 
mystery touches our hearts and lives.  

Easter Vigil : On Holy Saturday the Church meditates on the 
suffering and death of Jesus. Then, the Church gathers to 
celebrate the Easter Vigil. The celebration of the Easter Vigil 
takes place at night, beginning at sundown. The Easter Vigil 
has four parts that point to and symbolically remind us of the 
whole of salvation history that is offered to us in Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection. This liturgy consists of four central 
parts:  

April 4, 2010   
Easter Sunday:  

The Resurrection of the 
Lord   

(Acts 10:34a, 37-43, Colos-
sians 3:1-4, John 20:1-9) 

We have heard many times 
about Jesus' Resurrection. 
But do we truly and deeply 
believe it? Do our lives give 

evidence of the joy and 
peace and hope of Easter? 
Spend a little time today in 
the company of the risen 
Lord. Ask him to help you 

to truly believe in his rising, 
and your own. 
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April 11, 2010  
Second Sunday of Easter   

(Acts 5:12-16, Revelations 
1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19, John 

20:19-31) 

 Thomas is remembered in 
the Church as "doubting 
Thomas." Yet, Jesus re-
spected his doubts, and 

answered them in a beau-
tiful way. Thomas did not 

keep his doubts to himself. 
He shared them with the 

community and with Jesus. 
What can you do when 
you have a doubt or a 

question about something? 

April 18, 2010   
Third Sunday of Easter   

(Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41, 
Revelations 5:11-14, 

John 21:1-19 or 21:1-14)  

We share a special 
meal as Jesus' disci-
ples today. It is the 

Eucharist. We also rec-
ognize that Jesus calls 
us to care for others. 
How will you show 

your love to those who 
join in the celebration 
of the Eucharist with 

you? 

April 25, 2010  
Fourth Sunday of 

Easter   

(Acts 13:14, 43-52, 
Revelations 7:9, 14b-
17, John 10:27-30)  

What can you do this 
week to show that 

you have truly heard 
the Good Shep-

herd's voice? We, as 
the flock of Jesus, 

hear and recognize 
Jesus' voice. When 

do we hear his 
voice? How do we 

recognize it? 

The Service of Light : all the lights in the church are 
turned off and a fire is prepared outside the church. Then 
the fire is blessed and the Paschal Candle is lit from the 
new fire. The candle is carried into the dark church. It is a 
sign of Christ, the Light of the World, who has overcome 
the darkness of sin and death. The light from the Paschal 
Candle provides the only illumination. Then, from the 
flame of the Paschal Candle, members of the congrega-
tion light the small candles they are holding to symbolizing 
the receiving of the light of Christ. This section concludes 
with the singing of the Easter Proclamation, the Exsultet.  

The Liturgy of the Word : the story of God's great love for 
us is proclaimed in readings from the Old and New Testa-
ments. The readings recall the great events of salvation, 
beginning with creation itself and were selected to dispose 
people to celebrate the sacraments of Christian initiation 
with great faith.  

The Liturgy of Baptism : those who have been preparing 
for Baptism and their godparents are called forward. The 
priest and ministers then go to the baptismal font. After the 
candidates are baptized, all present stand with lighted 
candles and renew their baptismal promises as a sign that 
they share the new life of Jesus through his resurrection. 
Then the newly baptized and newly confirmed members of 
our Church community wait for their first sharing in the 
Eucharist. The Easter Vigil concludes with the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist . This is a joyous sharing in the sacrificial 
meal of Jesus Christ, Lord and Risen Savior. The joy of 
the vigil service is continued into the celebration of Easter 
Sunday morning.  
I hope you and your family will participate fully in these 
central celebrations of our Catholic faith and that your faith 
in the Risen Lord will be deepened and renewed.  

A BLESSED & HAPPY EASTER TO ALL ,  

Fr. Chris  
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St. Joseph Pastoral Council  
Jill Buckalew, Terry McNamara, Jeff Honkomp, Jim Hiethoff, Kathleen 
Kordick, Julie Wheeler, and Father Chris were all in attendance at the 
Pastoral Council meeting on March 4. Absent were Sam Sullivan and Jim 
Murphy. The meeting started with prayer and reflection.  
The council continued to delve into the Ministry Assessment Plan. The 
stewardship section was the topic of discussion. Some ideas that were 
discussed to further stewardship were: a bulletin board in the gathering 
place, a new directory in the fall, continuing to contact new members, 
having youngsters bring down their own offerings, and the formation of a 
new committee on stewardship, worship and faith formation, or social jus-
tice. 
The council will meet again on May 6. The group will try to decide the 
council’s focus for the future months. We will also discuss the first two 
chapters of Rediscovering Catholicism by Matthew Kelly. 
Respectfully submitted by Julie Wheeler 

St .  Joseph  News  
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April Calendar  
April 4 --No Catechesis Happy Easter!  
April 11 --Easter Season Brunch 
April 21 --Confirmation  7:00p.m. followed by a reception in 
the hall 

April 26 --No Catechesis 
April 28 --End of the Year Celebration: Seder Meal (More 
info coming soon) 

April 28 --Catechesis Registration : Stop by the gathering 
space to register your child(ren) anytime between 10a.m.-9p.m. 
This will be the only day for registration. If you cannot attend on 
this day, email teresa@saintjosephchurch.net after April 28th to 
register. 

**First Eucharist Meditations: April 11, 18, 25, 8:00-
8:50 a.m. 

Thank you  
A very big thank you to all who donated side 
dishes and desserts to the benefit lunch and 
auction that was held on Saturday, March 
13th at the VFW to raise money to help Dez-
eree and her 3 children. Dezeree was in a 
serious accident last fall and is still in the 
hospital. 

April 1 -2--24 Hour Fast 
April 7 & 14 --Gather 
April 18 --Graduation Brunch for Seniors and their families, 10:00 a.m. The 
date was changed due to prom. 
April 21 --LIGHT and Jr. High party for Seniors 
April 28 --Family Pot Luck 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the high school sponsored brunches 

throughout the year. The LIGHT group appreciates the opportunity to serve. The 

funds raised were used to help St. Joseph families in need during the holidays, 

the trip to KC for NCYC, and for our building fund.  

To think that the end of this month is the end of another year of gathering with 

our youth is unbelievable. Parents, when you support your kids in their faith jour-

neys, you are giving them a gift for life. Thank you for that! 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring is upon us and we will quickly fill 

our calendars with picnics, pot -lucks, 

and Bar -B-Q’s. The Madison County 

Cookbook will help you be the star of 

the party with fantastic salad, main dish, 

and dessert ideas. Pick up your copy of 

the cookbook at the parish office!  

“On A Journey Together”  
Participants  

Session 7 will begin at 5:00 pm on Sunday, April 
11th in the Parish Hall. Please bring your Following 

Christ book and an item for the potluck. Plates, 
silverware and beverages will be provided. 

Madison County 

Cookbook 

Trip to London & the UK  
Fr. Chris is offering an opportunity to experience the best of Britain Sep-
tember 20-30, 2010. Please ask him for more information if you are inter-
ested. 

Valet Parking  

Have you had a chance to use the  new 

valet parking service available at the south 

entrance of the Church? Even though the 

ice has melted the service will continue to be available, 

give it a try! 
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Around the Diocese 

“Women Only”  
You are cordially invited to attend a special day 
planned for April 10, 2010. The St. Thomas More 
Center is hosting it’s 5th Annual Women’s Day. The 
day will begin at 8:30 a.m. and include a continental 
breakfast and lunch. The theme for the day is 
“Sisters of Christ” and the facilitator is national 
speaker, songwriter, singer Sarah Hart. The day will 
end with liturgy at 4:00 p.m. The cost is $40. It will 
be uplifting, spiritual, funny, and relaxing. You can 
register online or call 515 -309 -1936.  
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Catholic Youth Camp 50th Anniversary  
Attention all current and former campers. On May 
29, 2010 Catholic Youth Camp will be celebrating 
it's 50th Anniversary. The day will begin at 10 a.m. 
and end with Mass at 4:00 p.m. with Bishop Pates. 
It will be a great day of fun and memories.  Lunch 
will be provided and we will have entertainment all 
day long. The best part is it is FREE. Join hundreds 
(maybe even thousands) of campers from our 
amazing 50 years of having fun in the name of God. 
You can register online at www.stmcenter.com/
CYC50 or we will have CYC representatives at all of 
the Masses on April 11th and 12th. 

Spring Fling 2010  

Iowa Right to Life Cordially Invites you to Spring Fling 2010.  

Saturday, May 8th 

Johnny’s Italian Steak house  

6075 Mills Civic Parkway, West Des Moines 

Social Hour : 5:30 pm 

Dinner :6:30 

Program : 7:30 pm 

Keynote speaker : Jan Mickelson, host of WHO Radio’s 
“Mickelson in the Morning” 

Reservations required : Please RSVP by May 3, 2010 
Call 515-244-1012 or email iowa@iowaRTL.org for more info. 

Results of Mildred’s Quilt Raffle  
And the winner is….Terri Johnson.  

Congratulations, Terri!!! 

Through the fantastic support of the parish 
and the efforts of the Waltz family, we were 

able to raise $2,078 with the Mildred’s 
Flower Garden Quilt raffle. The money will 

go to purchase needed items for the church 
facility. Thank you so very much. 

CAST 
Catholic Adult Singles Together, invite you to their 
monthly dance April 17th at St. Mary of Nazareth Ryan 
Hall, 7-11 p.m. Snacks, soft drinks, wine, beer, provided 
for $10 nonmembers and $7 members admission. For 
more info contact Roger at 515-271-9562 or email 
CAST@dwx.com. 

St .  Joseph  News Cont .  

Congratulations to Wendy Corell who won $815.00 in the 50/50 raffle sponsored 

by the Knights of Columbus. L to R: Charlie Kordick, Tom Leners, Rich Corkrean, 

Larry Lantz, Wendy Corell, Fr. Chris, and Larry Corkrean. 

Registration for World Youth Day is Open!  

The Des Moines Diocese has an exciting opportunity 

for all young adults throughout the diocese. If you are 

between the ages of 18 (by Aug. 10, 2011) and 35, 

consider making a diocesan pilgrimage to Madrid, 

Spain for World Youth Day, 2011. Registration is now 

open. You can get more information from the official 

World Youth Day website www.madridwyd2011.com 

and you can view the itinerary for the Des Moines Dio-

cese at www.dmdiocese.org/worldyouthday.cfm 
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The community of St. Joseph Catholic 

Church is a welcoming family of faith, 

supporting every member in their 

spiritual journey to worship God 

through participation in the Eucharist, 

fellowship, faith formation, and service 

to others. 

Easter  
The head that once was crowned with 

thorns 

Is crowned with glory now 

A royal diadem adorns 

The mighty Victor’s brow 

The highest place that heaven affords 

Is His, 

 Is His by right 

The King of Kings and Lord of Lords 

And heaven’s eternal light 
H. Alford 
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