
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners: 

The first Sunday of July is July 4th.  A great day of celebration for us a 

nation as we celebrate Independence Day. As we prepare to celebrate this holi-

day as a country it made me reflect upon our notion of freedom. As citizens of 

the United States and as Catholics I think our understanding of freedom can 

often be in conflict. As citizens when we hear the word freedom or independ-

ence we think of in terms of, ñlet me do what I want to do.ò This is more a 

freedom from versus a freedom for. Freedom in the Catholic sense is very dif-

ferent if we think of it in these terms. Freedom is life in Christ or to say it an-

other way freedom is to fully live our vocation in the Spirit. The thoughts I 

share below on freedom come from the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

(CCC #1731-1748). 

God created human beings as rational beings, conferring on us human 

dignity. A human person can initiate and control their actions. Human beings 

are rational and therefore like God. Humanity is created with free will and is 

master over his/her actions. 

Freedom is the power, rooted in reason and will, to act or not to act, to 

do this or that, and so to perform deliberate actions on one's own responsibil-

ity. By free will one shapes one's own life. Human freedom is a force for 

growth and maturity in truth and goodness; it attains its perfection when di-

rected toward God. 

In freedom there is the possibility of choosing between good and evil, 

and thus growing in perfection or of failing and sinning. This freedom charac-

terizes properly human acts. The more one does what is good, the freer one 

becomes. There is no true freedom except in the service of what is good and 

just. The choice to disobey and do evil is an abuse of freedom and leads to the 

slavery of sin. 

Freedom makes us responsible for our actions. (Imputability and re-

sponsibility for an action can be diminished or even nullified by ignorance, 

inadvertence, duress, fear, habit, inordinate attachments, and other psychologi-

cal or social factors.) Freedom is exercised in relationships between human 

beings. Every human person, created in the image of God, has the natural right 

to be recognized as a free and responsible being. Everyone owes to each other 

this duty of respect. The right to the exercise of freedom, especially in moral 

and religious matters, is an inalienable requirement of the dignity of the human 

person. This right must be recognized and protected by civil authority within 

the limits of the common good and public order. 
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Mass Times 

Saturday ......................... 5:00 PM 

Sunday .......................... 9:00 AM 

Monday ..............................None 

Tuesday.......................... 6:00 PM 

Wednesday ................... 8:00 AM 

Thursday ....................... 8:00 AM 

Friday............................ 8:00 AM 

Reconciliation 

Saturday ...... 4:00 PM to 4:30 PM 
 or by appointment 

See further parish contact info on page 2 

mailto:chartshorn@SaintJosephChurch.net


Our freedom is limited and fallible. We freely sin by refusing God's plan of love. In so doing we deceive 

ourselves and became a slaves to sin. This first alienation in the book of Genesis engendered a multitude of oth-

ers. 

By the cross Christ has won salvation for all. He redeemed us from the sin that held us in bondage. "For 

freedom Christ has set us free." In him we have communion with the "truth that makes us free." The Holy Spirit 

has been given to us and, as St. Paul teaches, "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom," and we glory in 

the "liberty of the children of God." The grace of Christ is not in the slightest way a rival of our freedom when 

this freedom accords with the sense of the true and the good that God has put in the human heart. On the con-

trary, as Christian experience attests especially in prayer, the more docile we are to the promptings of grace, the 

more we grow in inner freedom and confidence during trials, such as those we face in the pressures and con-

straints of the outer world. By the working of grace the Holy Spirit educates us in spiritual freedom in order to 

make us free collaborators in his work in the Church and in the world. Let us pray, 

Almighty and merciful God,  

in your goodness take away from us all that is harmful,  

so that, made ready both in mind and body,  

we may freely accomplish your will. 

Peace, Fr. Chris 

 July 5, 2009 - Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Ezekiel 2:2-5, 2 Corinthians 12:7-

10, Mark 6:1-6) When and why have others ever said to you "You're just too much" or 

"Who do you think you are?" when they disapproved of you? What might these complaints 

reveal about the ones who make them? What questions did the people of Nazareth have 

about Jesus? Why do you think they were so determined to reject him?  

July 12, 2009 - Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Amos 7:12-15, Ephesians 1:3-10, 

Mark 6:7-13) If you had been one of the Twelve, what would your response to being sent 

out almost empty-handed have been? Give one example of how you have already partici-

pated in Jesus' ministry of teaching or healing. What prayer or practice might help you to 

grow in trusting God to work through you? 

July 19, 2009 - Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Jeremiah 23:1-6, Ephesians 2:13-18, 

Mark 6:30-34) How do you think religious differences keep some people far apart in today's 

world? What might help these groups to come closer together? How do you think our par-

ishes can be involved in breaking down any barriers between people of different churches? 

In what way can people of your age reach out to the youth of other parishes or churches?  

July 26, 2009 - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (2 Kings 4:42-44, Ephesians 4:1-6, 

John 6:1-15) What experiences have you had of sharing food in situations where it seemed 

there might not be enough for everyone? How might such situations be opportunities to 

practice trust? What one statement might help you to be a more trusting person?   

PONDERINGS BY FR. CHRIS (CONT.) 
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Church Office/Bookkeeper a Vickie Williams ¶ office@saintjosephchurch.net ¶ 462-1083 
Newsletter a Heather Honkomp ¶ hhonkomp@gmail.com ¶ 468-0781 Bulletin a Mandy Couture ¶ sgrblosm31@yahoo.com 
Parish Hall Reservations a  Church Office ¶ 462-1083 Music Ministry a Teresa Kordick ¶ terkord@msn.com ¶ 321-0825 
Director of Religious Ed. a  Teresa Hoffelmeyer ¶ 462-1083 Youth Ministry a  Gerene Farrell ¶ 979-5156  
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Helping Hands a  Peggy Casper ¶ 462-2419 Prayer Line a  Rosemary Stuchel ¶ 462-4152 a  Patricia Corkrean ¶ 462-4251 
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Through the waters of Baptism the parish community of St. Joseph welcomes    

Gage Wyatt Bond the son of Trevor & Tiffiny & Anna Kathleen Swalve the daughter of Ryan & Kristin.  

THROUGH THE WATERS OF BAPTISM 
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ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

WALLHANGING RAFFLE 

We have a lovely wallhanging that we are selling chances on - one ticket is $1.00 and for $5.00 
you can buy six tickets.  Drawing will take place on Sunday, July 25.  No dinners are being served 
this month; therefore, no food to buy, prepare, or serve.  SO how easy is that --just buy those raffle 
tickets instead!!  Money raised will be used to pay on the church debt.   

PARISH HALL HAPPENINGS/CGS CORNER 

During the week of June 7th, our Parish Hall was occupied by 22 students plus various staff 
for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level III Training.  As you may already know, The Cate-
chesis of the Good Shepherd is an approach to the religious formation of 
children used within our parish. It is rooted in the Bible, the liturgy of the 
church, and the educational principles of Maria Montessori. Children 
gather in an "atrium," a room prepared for them, which contains simple 
yet beautiful materials that they use.   

When visiting our atriums, youôll notice three different classes.  The 
ñGood Shepherd Atriumò, for the 3 to 6 year old children; the ñTrue Vine 
Atriumò for the 6 to 9 year old child; and finally the ñTrue Covenant 
Atriumò is for the 9 to 12 year olds of our parish family.  These are repre-
sented at levels I, II, & III in the training available.   

Our own education director, Teresa Hoffelmeyer, is certified for all three 
levels.  Heather Honkomp has now received training for Levels I & II & 
the first half of Level III.  The second half of Level III will visit Winterset 
next June. 

The staff providing the Level III training included the instructor, Donna 
Turner of Memphis, Tennessee and Iowaôs own Shepherdôs Staff.  They all expressed thanks 
to the availability of our space plus the wonderful hospitality of our parish family. 

For further information regarding the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, visit www.cgsusa.org 
and www.cgsiowa.org.  

http://www.cgsusa.org
http://www.cgsiowa.org
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MORE ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

The monthly meeting of the St. Joseph Pastoral Council met on June 3rd at 7:30 p.m. The fol-
lowing members were present: Father Chris, Kathleen Kordick, Julie Wheeler, Jim Heithoff, Jeff 
Honkomp, and Jim Murphy.  Jill Buckalew and Terry McNamara were absent. 
The meeting opened with prayer and scripture readings followed by reflection and discussion. 
The first area of focus was to decide what committee the council recommended should be set up 
to foster church community. It was tentatively decided to begin with a stewardship committee. It 
was felt the council should educate themselves before proceeding. Father will send out informa-
tion to the members. More discussion will take place at the next meeting. 
The Diocese would like to have each parish set up a Vocation Committee. A discussion was held 
of committee duties, which are minimal. A member from the Serra Club has volunteered to 
speak at mass. It was decided to set this up in the fall as an informational introduction and then 
proceed from there. 
The plans for the summer parish picnic were tabled for now due to other activities. It may be re-
considered for fall. 
The group is reading the book,  ñRediscovering Catholicismò. A good discussion was centered 
around Chapters 4 and 5. There will be no meeting of the council in July. The next meeting will 
be held on August 5 at 7:30. The meeting closed with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted by Julie Wheeler. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

OUR ST. JOSEPH FAMILY GROWS 

Richard and Sue Williams 
Richard and Sue (Stuchel) Williams are newlyweds. Sue has been a member of St. Joseph all of her life 

and Richard just joined the Church at the Easter Vigil. Richard was born and raised in Madison County so 
he knows many of the St. Joseph parishioners before he became a member. He works for Lewis Sys-

ǘŜƳΧŀǊƳƻǊŜŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ōŀƴƪǎΦ {ǳŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ wƛŎƘπ
ard likes the family atmosphere at St. Joseph and has recently joined the Knights of Columbus and is look-
ƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ YƴƛƎƘǘΦ IŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ άǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƭŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦέ {ǳŜ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ōƻǘƘ ŜƴƧƻȅ 

reading. Look for them at the Saturday night mass. 

Katy McKee and her children: Jessica and Benji 
Katy and her children moved to Winterset from Des Moines because they liked the small town atmos-
phere. She grew up in a small time and she likes that life for her children. She is a secretary for Extended 
/ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ 5Ŝǎ aƻƛƴŜǎΦ Yŀǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ǳō aŀǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
local Cub Scout Park. Her family enjoys camping, fishing and gardening. The family also likes to cook to-
gether. You often see Katy and the children at Sunday morning mass. Benji had his first communion this 
ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘΧǘǿƻ ōƛƎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ hŦǘŜƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ YŀǘȅΩǎ 
parents attending events at St. Joseph Church too. 
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Mitchell and Dawn Olsen and their children: Christina, Casandra and baby Rebecca. 
The Olsens came to Winterset from Blue Grass Iowa, about 20 minutes south of Davenport, because of 
aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΩǎ ƧƻōΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Guard vacancies due to deployment. Dawn is a stay at home Mom with two daughters, Christina and 
Casandra. She keeps extra busy with a new baby born earlier this Spring.  They feel welcome at St. Joseph 
ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ фΥлл ƳŀǎǎΦ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƻ 
tinker, fish and Dawn likes to garden, do photography, quilt, and hand and machine sewing. As a family 
ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƪŜΣ ŎŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǎƘΦ 5ŀǿƴ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ DƛǊƭ {Ŏƻǳǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƎƛǊƭ ǎŎƻǳǘ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 
They want to stay in Winterset and they are excited about their new baby. They have several rescue ani-
mals as part of their extended family. Dawn and Mitchell met in Arizona and lived in Las Vegas for a time 
before coming to Iowa. 

Dan and Sara King and children: Paul and Charlie 
Dan and Sara live 10 miles west of Winterset on Highway 92. Sara joined St. Joseph Church this Spring after 

completing her RCIA with her mother-in-ƭŀǿ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΦ 5ŀƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ CŀǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ 
sisters which makes Father Chris and Dan cousins. Dan grew up in the Cummings area and Sara grew up in 

the Martensdale area. Sara is the Manager of Kings Canyon Art Gallery in Osceola. Dan works for the 
Macksburg Co-op. The two boys keep Sara and Dan busy and they are going to have a new baby at their 

house later this year. Sara teaches art lessons too. You can see them at Sunday morning mass. 

Zachery and Meghan Richardson 
Meghan Boes and Zachery Richardson were married on May 8 in Greenfield. Meghan is an operations su-
pervisor for ADP where she manages four teams that work with payroll and benefit inquiries. Zachery is a 
Sergeant in the Iowa National Guard and operates a crane with CL Carroll Construction. Meghan is origi-
nally from Fontanelle and Zachery from Orient. 
They feel everyone at St. Joseph Church is friendly. Meghan enjoys kick boxing with several St. Joseph 
Church parishioners. They like to spend time with their friends and families, watch movies and take care of 
their two bulldogs. 
Zachery will be leaving for Afghanistan in August with the Guard. St. Joseph Church can be a very suppor-
tive community to them while Zachery is gone. Watch for them at the 9:00 mass. 

Trevor and Tiffany Bond and their children: Austin and Gage  
Trevor and Tiffany own a farm near Norwalk. They came to this community so that Trevor could attend Des 

Moines University in Des Moines. Trevor just graduated as a Doctor and is currently out of state as part of 
his surgery residency. Tiffany is the Manager at Fons and Porter. The family came to this area four years 

ago from Salina Kansas. They love horses, farm or country life, roping, and animals. Tiffany also likes quilt-
ing. As a family, they attend horse shows, cook and attend baseball games. Gage was just baptized at St. 

Joseph and Austin is very excited about his baby brother.  
They love the Religious Education program at St. Joseph and feel that the parish is so friendly and welcom-

ing. They love attending "coffee and donuts" after mass when everyone gets together. Parishioners will find 
the Bond Family friendly, outgoing and very interested in becoming involved at St. Joseph.  

Matt and Brandy Lyon and their daughter: Lexi 
Matt, Brandy and Lexi live on the Cummings road about 1 ½ mile south of the Howell Tree Farm. Matt is a 
farmer and Brandy manages Farmers and Merchants Branch Bank in Winterset. 
Lexi made her first communion this spring. Brandy is a very outgoing young Mom and keeps her family 
managed and involved in lots of activities. 

AND GROWS... 
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MORE ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

Online Giving is now available to all Saint Joseph Church parishioners.  

ParishSoftõs Online Giving is a simple way to let you contribute electronically to the 

Church and manage it online.  If you currently manage your personal finances online, 

this is an ideal tool.  Online Giving is a direct payment program where you control your 

contributions.  You log onto the secure website using a user id you create and then 

setup your contribution schedule.  Contributions are debited automatically from your 

checking, savings, or credit card account into the Church bank account.  You can set 

up a recurring or a one -time contribution and you have the freedom to make changes 

or get statements at any time.   

Short videos are available at many places throughout the system to guide you if you 

need help.  Itõs easy to use and will provide a flexible, paperless way to contribute to 

regular collections or the Capital Campaign.  In order to familiarize yourself with the 

process, we have listed the most frequently asked questions about Online Giving.  

Frequently asked questions:  

1.  What are the advantages of Online Giving?  

It makes it easy to fulfill stewardship commitments, even when you canõt attend church.  

You never have to bring cash or checks to church.  Giving electronically also helps the 

church save money and improve its budget!  

2.  How are my contributions automatically deducted from my account?  

Once you complete the online registration form, the contribution amount you specify 

will automatically be transferred from your bank account to the churchõs bank account. 

3.  When will my contribution be deducted from my account?  

Your electronic contribution will be debited on the date you specify on the donation 

form.  
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4.  If I do not write checks, how do I keep my checkbook balance straight?  

Since your contribution is made at a pre -established time, you simply record it in your 

check register on the appropriate date.  Electronic contributions are recorded for you 

on your bank statement as well as your online reports.  

5.  Without a canceled check, how can I prove I made my contribution?  

Your bank statement gives you an itemized list of electronic transactions as well as your 

online reports.  

6.  Can I put different amounts in offerings and have all of them withdrawn at different 

times?  

You can set up to contribute to different offerings at different times; HOWEVER you will 

have to do each one separately.  You will receive a receipt for each one.  

7.  What if I change bank accounts?  

Login and update your account information.  

8.  Is Online Giving risky?  

Itõs less risky than writing checks or bringing cash to church.  Electronic contributions 

cannot be lost, stolen or destroyed and have an extremely high rate of accuracy.  

9.  What if I try Online Giving and donõt like it? 

You can cancel your authorization by deleting your accounts and donation dates.  

10. How do I sign up for Online Giving?  

Complete the online registration form and select the donations and the amount you 

would like to donate along with your credit or debit card information.  Itõs that easy! 

To access Online Giving, go to the Saint Joseph Church website, 

www.saintjosephchurch.net  and click òOnline Givingó.  

http://www.saintjosephchurch.net/
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MORE ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

J U LY  M I L E S TO N E S  

Joseph Dombrowski ..... 1 

Janice Benes ................ 2 

Roger Benes ................ 2 

Malorie Sullivan ............ 2 

Brittany Swenson ......... 2 

Dean Johnson .............. 3 

Catherine Leners ......... 3 

Florence Welch ............ 3 

Gary Imes ..................... 4 

Randy Ripperger .......... 5 

Jill Hatten...................... 6 

Travis Tuttle ................. 6 

Dennis Baur ................. 7 

Amy Durnan ................. 7 

Brandy Lyon ................. 7 

Linda Crawford ............. 8 

Loretta Foley ................ 8 

Pamela Heckmann ....... 8 

Tracy Williams .............. 8 

Mary Sents ................... 12 

Logan Michael Hall ...... 13 

Lyndsey Vandello ......... 13 

Izaak Wadle ................. 13 

Deana Armstrong ......... 14 

Danette Jackson .......... 14 

Jessica Fairholm .......... 15 

Jody Kordick ................. 15 

Benjamin McKee .......... 15 

Chip Darling ................. 16 

Joan Loftus ................... 16 

Shelia Waltz ................. 17 

Jimi Davis ..................... 19 

Marianne Eivins............ 20 

Deb Ripperger .............. 20 

Egidio Palladino ............ 21 

Sophia Pastorino .......... 21 

Jillian Jacobsen............. 22 

Jonathan Kordick .......... 23 

Lynn Ochiltree ............... 23 

Samantha Moss ............ 24 

Jim Pottebaum .............. 24 

Colton Seidler ............... 24 

Matthew Sents .............. 24 

Jesusa Ellifritt ................ 25 

Matt Kirkland ................. 25 

Austin Bond ................... 26 

Bradon Buckalew .......... 26 

Nancie Dorrell ............... 26 

Ruth Eivins .................... 26 

Tiffiny Bond ................... 27 

Amberlei Roth ............... 27 

Natalie Sullivan ............. 27 

Nicholas Otto Swalve.... 27 

Karen Ake ..................... 29 

Laura Barnes ................ 29 

John Tristan Melroy ...... 29 

Fara Smith .................... 29 

Martha Street ................ 29 

McKenzie Gerleman ..... 30 

Brandon Gerleman ....... 30 

Nadia Moreno ............... 30 

Gary Schmitz ................ 30 

Randy Townsend .......... 30 

Mandy Couture ............. 31 

Dave & Kate Sullivan ........... 5 

Mike & Karen Pommier ....... 6 

Tracie & Tom Moss ............. 9 

Mark & Maria Wadle ............ 10 

Steve & Lorie Swenson ....... 12 

Andy & Nicky Pickering ....... 13 

Roy & Fara Smith ................ 15 

Christy & Mark Brittain ......... 18 

Nancy & Glenn Ivers ........... 23 

Mary & Dave Sents ............. 23 

Rob and Amy Hall................ 24 

Don & Pat Brown ................. 26 

Brenda & Lynn Ochiltree ..... 27 

Kim & Randy Bruett ............. 30 

Steve & Pam Palmer ........... 31 

Marco Pintor .............. 13 

Justice Melroy ........... 14 

Bridget Stover............ 18 

Tim LaGrange ........... 19 

**We apologize if weôve left 

anybodyôs milestone off of the 

lists.  Please notify the office at 

office@saintjosephchurch.net   & 

we will be sure to make the  

correction!  

https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1277676429470&zx=ugfaogc9mlox##
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