
As June begins summer begins (YEAH)! Summer is filled with many activities 

and hopefully some R & R. However, summer is not a time to take a vacation 

from Church and from attending Mass. Because of this I wanted to take time as we 

begin this summer season to reflect on the Mass and ask the question: Why Go to 

Mass? To help in this reflection I will borrow largely from an article by the same 

title written by John F. Baldovin, S.J. 

Not every Mass is going to be a great and deeply moving experience, not for the 

vast majority of us anyway. But there is a great deal to be said for simple fidelity 

to our worship and prayer at Mass. The Mass may not always be a deeply emo-

tional experience, but it is always an experience of the Lord giving himself to us in 

his word and his sacramental presence and calling us to a self-giving in return.  

Why bother?  

Why bother going to Mass at all when we can worship God anywhere? 

Participation in the salvation of the world. The most important reason for partici-

pating in the Eucharist is that God has invited us to share in the experience of the 

worldôs salvation in the death and resurrection of the Lord every time we celebrate 

the Eucharist.  

Experiencing the glory of God. St. Irenaeus, a second-century Christian theolo-

gian and martyr, wrote that the glory of God is the human being fully alive, and 

that the human being is fully alive in Christ Jesus. The Mass is where we experi-

ence life in Christ.  

Discipline of faith. A third reason to bother is the formation of the habit of wor-

shiping and glorifying God. Human beings ordinarily develop by forming habits, 

some good and some bad. These are patterns that shape our lives. The discipline of 

worshiping God helps us to grow into being habitual ñadorers of God,ò even when 

we do not feel like it. 

Hearing the Scriptures communally. We need to experience the Scriptures both 

alone and in community. Hearing the Scriptures in community is a way of deepen-

ing as well as safeguarding our experience of Godôs communication with us. 

Developing the moral life. The basic structure of the Eucharist is taking, blessing, 

breaking and giving in imitation of the Lordôs passion, death and resurrection. If 

we celebrate faithfully, we ought to be conforming more and more, as individuals 

and as a community, to the image of generosity and love of the one into whom we 

were baptized. Companionship with Christ. We believe that Christ is the savior of 

the world, God incarnate, who has given his very self for me, then I want to share 
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in the most intimate experience of self-givingðHoly Communion.  

Focusing my needs. From the earliest days of Christianity, men and women have brought their deepest needs and 

desires to the table of the Lord, confident that they can be joined to Christôs great act of intercession before the Father 

(Heb 7:25, 10:1-22).  

Praying for the world. Of course we bring not only our own personal needs but the state of the world to the celebra-

tion of the Eucharist. The world with all of its needs, joys and struggles is present every time we celebrate the Eucha-

rist. 

Welcoming the kingdom. The Eucharist is the celebration of how God wants the world to look, and then every time 

we celebrate, we anticipate the banquet of Godôs reign ñwhen every tear will be wiped away.ò 

Pure joy. A final reason for celebrating the Eucharist is that here God invites us to the deepest peace and joy that is 

possibleðsharing in his own divine life. - The Mass is an obligation to be sure, but it is an obligation that comes not 

so much from the outside as from the nature of what it means to enjoy Christian fellowship. We are who we are be-

cause of our sharing with our brothers and sisters. And what we share is Jesus Christ himself. How could that not be 

the cause of pure joy?  

Blessings, Fr. Chris Hartshorn 

June 6, 2010 - Solemnity of THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

(Genesis 14:18-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Luke 9:11b-17) I always share the Body and 

Blood of Christ at the Eucharist. I never share ordinary food with the hungry. How can we 

match up our willingness to share food with the hungry with our willingness to share Jesus in 

the Eucharist?  

 June 13, 2010 - Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (2 Samuel 12:7-10, 13, Galatians 2:16, 

19-21, Luke 7:36--8:3 OR 7:36-50) What is your love barometer? Where do you stand on the 

scale for accepting all people? Do you make distinctions, like Simon, saying "this person is 

not good enough?" How can you show a greater acceptance of others?  

 June 20, 2010 - Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Zec. 12:10-11; 13:1, Galatians 2:16, 19

-21, Luke 9:18-24) Discipleship means continually answering the question that Jesus asks, 

"Who do you say that I am?" We can answer in many ways. Who do you think answers Je-

sus' question effectively today? Name one way in which your life answers who you believe 

Jesus to be. 

 June 27, 2010 - Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21, Galatians 

5:1, 13-18, Luke 9:51-62) How do you show you trust Jesus to lead you "straight ahead?" 

When are you tempted to "look back" (perhaps at your sins and failings) or to look around in 

a different direction? Who or what helps you to keep trusting Jesus? How can you show that 

you are "fit" for the reign of God?  
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Registration for 2010ñ2011 classes is still open!  Parents can still register their child(ren) for catechesis by stopping 

by Teresaõs office. This registration is for children 3 years through 6th grade.   

Our parish community welcomes Grant Hudson Heithoff,  

the son of James and Samantha Heithoff, into our faith community. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

THROUGH THE WATERS OF BAPTISM 

AIRING OF THE QUILTS & CUPCAKE FIESTA 

Saturday, June 26 ¶ 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The airing of the quilts was done by pioneer women each spring.  We invite you 

to take a walking tour of our quilts and receive a coupon good for one cupcake of 
your choice. The cost is $3.00 and will be held in the gathering space and church. 
 
The Cupcake Fiesta - In the church hall you will find delicious cupcake creations 

for $1.00 each or $10.00 for one dozen. 
 

Cupcakes are needed for our Cupcake Fiesta!   

Parishioners are asked to bring one dozen or more delicious decorative cupcakes 
to the church hall Friday, June 25, or Saturday, June 26, before 9:00 a.m.  Please 
use only edible decorations on the cupcakes. 
 
All proceeds go to the building fund.  This event will be similar to the Cookie Walk.  
Feel free to be creative!  We will need lots of participation so that we have lots of 
cupcakes to sell! 
  

Questions?  Call the church office: 462-1083. 
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ST. JOSEPH NEWS 

HELPING HANDS *PLEASE NOTE* 

The Helping Hands meeting will be 9:30 a.m. on June 15th at Espresso.  This is a change. Helping Hands typically 

meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month.   



The pastoral council met on May 4, 2010. The following members were present: Father Chris, Jim Heithoff, 
Kathleen Kordick, and Julie Wheeler. Absent members included: Jill Buckalew, Jeff Honkomp, Terry McNa-
mara, and Jim Murphy. 

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection. A discussion was held about the vocation committee that the 
Diocese is asking each parish to establish. Father Chris passed out information from Bishop Pates and asked 
people to be thinking of volunteers. The topic will be discussed at the next meeting. 

There was a discussion about how there is a need in the community for a group willing to serve meals for dif-
ferent events. The money would be a welcome addition to the church, but the downfalls included scheduling, 
and finding volunteers to commit to such an endeavor. 

Tentative plans were made for a parish picnic on August 22. A tent could be set up outside the church to give 
it that picnic feel. Committees would have to be set up for kitchen help, activity planning, and tent arrange-
ments. 

Chapters 4 and 5 of Rediscovering Catholicism will be discussed at the next meeting. The meeting closed 
with prayer with the next meeting set for the first Thursday of June. 

Respectfully submitted by Julie Wheeler 

Twenty-six children of our parish family received the Eucharist for the first time over the weekend of May 9th.   

Please pray that through the Eucharist they may come to know the gift of peace that Jesus truly wants to be 

for each of them in their lives. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 

CONGRATULATIONS FIRST COMMUNION RECIPIENTS 
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Sunday, May 9, 2010 Mass 

Saturday, May 8, 2010 Mass 




